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INTERVIEW SUMMARY 



The undersigned representative thanks the Examiners for the courtesy of the telephonic 
interview held on November 21, 2005. The interview included a discussion of claims 1,13 and 
27 and U.S. Patent Nos. 6,259,091 ("Eiden") and 6,753,523 ("Whitehouse"). 

The substance of the interview included the following reasons warranting favorable 
action. Applicant argued that lens stack 750 of Eiden was not a mass selective device. Figure 13 
of Whitehouse was also discussed, and Applicant argued that column 41, lines 57-67 describe the 
potential operating modes for the two mass selective devices in Figure 13. Applicant noted that 
none of the operating modes used the same m/z ratio. With respect to the disclosure of 
Whitehouse at column 22, lines 40-43, Applicant argued that narrowing a range to improve duty 
cycle of a time-of- flight mass analyzer was not the same thing as operating two mass analyzers 
with the same m/a ratio. The inventor provided an overview of elemental and organic mass 
spectrometry, and explained the present invention addressed reducing the formation of 
interfering ions in the collision cell, and that Whitehouse addressed a different problem and thus 
would not suggest using the same m/z ratio. 
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COMMENTS ON EXAMINER'S REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Applicant recognizes that in accordance with M.P.E.P. § 1302.14, the Examiner's reasons 
for allowance need not set forth all of the details as to why the claims are allowed. In the above- 
referenced application, Applicant does not concede that the Examiner's stated reasons for 
allowance are the only reasons for which the claims are allowable. For example, Applicant does 
not concede that "a fourth aperture for transmitting the ion beam into a third evacuated chamber" 
is necessary to distinguish the prior art of record or to satisfy the requirements of 35 U.S.C. § 
112. Furthermore, the claims may be patentable for other reasons, and the dependent claims may 
be allowable on their own merits. 
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